NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 31 May 1866;— -for, 



COPY “ of any New or altered Rule on the subject of Religious 
Teaching made in May 1866 by the Commissioners of National 
Education (Ireland), with the Names of the Commissioners present 
when the same was adopted, and the Protests, if any.” 
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I. — Copy of New or Altered Rule on the Subject of Religious Teaching, 
made in May 1866, by the Commissioners of National Education 
(Ireland). 

“ No pupil who is registered by its parents or guardians as a Protestant is 
to be permitted to remain in attendance during the time of religious instruction 
in case the teacher giving such instruction is a Roman Catholic ; and no pupil 
who is registered by its parents or guardians as a Roman Catholic is to he per- 
mitted to remain in attendance during the time of religious instruction in case 
the. teacher giving such instruction is not a Roman Catholic. 

“ And further, no pupil is to be permitted to remain in attendance during 
the time of any religious instruction to which its parents or guardians 
object.” 

Note . — In accordance with the Rule of the Board in such cases, applica- 
tion has been made to the Lord Lieutenant to sanction the adoption of the 
above Rule, which cannot take effect until his Excellency shall have signified 
his approval, which he has not yet done. 



II. — The Names of the Commissioners 

The Right Hon. Lord Bellew. 

Rev. Dr. Henry. 

The Marquis of Kildare. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor. 
James Gibson, Esq. 

The Hon. Judge Longfield. 

Laurence Waldron, Esq., d.l. 

The Right Hon. Judge O’Hagan. 



present when the same was adopted. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Dunraven. 
Chief Justice Monahan. 

Rev. Dr. Hall. 

John Lentaigne, Esq. 

John O’Hagan, Esq., Q. c. 

The Right Hon. Alexander Mac- 
donnefl. 



407. 
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III. — -The Protests. 

The Rev. Doctor Henry, Rev. Doctor Hall, and James Gibson, Esq., protest 
against the change of Rule. 

Note . — The Bishop of Derry, in a letter addressed by him to the Board 
expressed himself prepared to accede to a change of the Rule, and with that 
\iew his Lordship submitted a proposition, which, however, was not adopted 
by the Commissioners. 



Subsequently to the date of the Order of the House of Commons, calling 
for the foregoing Return, the following “ Proviso ” was added to the proposed 
New Rule on the subject of religious instruction ; and the Rule, with the Pro- 
viso, having received the sanction of his Excellency the Lord Lieuteuant, by 
letter, dated 26th June 1866, stands as follows : 

“ No pupil, who is registered by its parents or guardians as a Protestant, is 
“ to be permitted to remain in attendance during the time of religious instruc - 
“ tion, in case the teacher giving such instruction is a Roman Catholic ; and 
“ no pupil, who is registered by its parents or guardians as a Roman Catholic, 
“ is to be permitted to remain in attendance during the time of religious in- 
“ struction, in case the teacher giving such instruction is not a Roman Catholic; 
“ and further, no pupil is to be permitted to remain in attendance during the 
“ time of any religious instruction to which its parents or guardians object.” 

“ Provided, however, that in case any parent or guardian shall express his 
“ desire that his child should receive any particular religious instruction, and 
“ shall record such desire in a book, to be provided in the school, when neces- 
“ sary for that purpose ; this prohibition shall not apply to the time during 
“ which such religious instruction only is given.* The entry in the book shall 
“ be signed with the name or mark of the parent or guardian, and the book 
“ shall be submitted to the Inspector so often as he visits the school.” 

In connection with the foregoing, the Commissioners have passed the follow- 
ing Resolution : 

<c That whilst the Rule adopted by the Board appears to the Commissioners 
■ ■ to furnish the most efficient means for guarding from the suspicion of pro- 
“ seiytism a system of separate religious and combined secular instruction, the 
“ Commissioners accept, in deference to the wishes of the Lord Lieutenant, the 
“ Proviso suggested in the Chief Secretary’s letter, in the hope that it will not 
interfere with the practical operation of the Rule. The Commissioners, how- 
'' ever, will feel it to be their duty to propose the repeal of the Proviso, if the 
“ Pute’ so modified, should prove in any manner inadequate to the accomplish- 
“ ment of its object.” 



* Such expression of desire may, at any time, be revoked by the parent or guardian, and shall 
thereupon become inoperative. r 6 ’ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




